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Franciscan Brothers Christmas 2022

FRANCISCAN BROTHERS CELEBRATE BIC
First African Leader Chosen

The Franciscan Brothers and friends gathered i
July 1st 2023 to celebrat®ahaigétsary of their found
182hey recalled the daysabfesis and rudimentary
tion for the rural jpoitre west of Ireland. They reflec
present mission of empowering marginalised people
education and training to
livelihoods through sus
agriculture for rural deve &=
and through catechetical
tion in Uganda, Kenya &
Sudan.

This celebration followed
week ong 06 Gene
Brothers from Ireland, Ker |
Uganda and the USA con| |
Sunday June 25 at Mount
Agricultural College, Co G
Ireland. Of the twenty one
gates present at the Chap
fourteen were from Africa
from the Ireland Region, &

ty with a B.AgrSc degree after completing certificate a
courses in sustainable agriculture for rural developme
Agriculture College, Molo. After university, Br. Charle
an array of ministries, including teaching and far
before becoming princi

way (lrelan
al nor (USA).

COVID) was a colourful
occasion. M

nd ji

from the USA Regi®ahayi  \m» ; kI NI ga

3dzz aAyAaid SN D3shghurch wasipeesidesd reex

Selvam, an Indian Salesian VWUTRITTY -
in Kenya, facilitated the @ieaptethers spent the vjee
Mountbellew prayerfully discerning a future that aligr
their mission of serviin
Francis and Clare.

A major focus of the gathering was the election of
guide the Institute for the coming six years. Br. C
elected Minister General replacing Br. Tony Dolar
leader of the Institute since 2017.
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Brother Charles is the first African born Brother to
leader of the Franciscan Brothers. He was born ¢
1978 in Adjumani District, northern Uganda and jc
can Brothers in Kenya in 2002. He graduated fron

Archbishop Francis Duffy of ti
Archdiocese of Tuam. He was joined by Bishop Tom |
Diocese of Meath, Fr. Aidan McGrath OFM, provincial
can Province in Ireldfrd kad Burns, parish priest of O
Mountbellew/Moylough. Also present at the celebratio
sentatives of two other Franciscan Groups from the U
miell800s off shoots of the MountbellaheBrbtireeGrder
Regular of St. Francis, Loreto, Pennsylvania and the |
Brothers of Brooklyn, New York. Many local clergy an:
Sisters, as well as family, friemdsleard ob the Brothers
were present for this special occasion.

Mass was followed by a celebratory meal in |

Agricultural College.
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